


WELCOME 4
CURRICULUM 6
FOUNDED IN THE REFORMATION 8
INTERIM WEEK: MISSIONS 12
MISSIONAL DEEP HOPE 16
A PLACE FOR ALL 26
EARLY EDUCATION 28
TWO TEACHERS, ONE CRAZY IDEA 30
CALVIN’S GOVERNING BOARD 32
ADMISSIONS 34co

n
te

n
ts

Ecclesiastes 4:12

A threefold 
cord is not 
quickly broken.

10
14

20

22

SCIENCE

LEGACY

SPORTS RECAP

STUDENT 
LIFE

18
DUTCH FESTIVAL



Welcome

We educate 
image bearers.
This is our mission at Calvin Christian School.

Words by Jeffery L. Pratt Ph.D.
Head of School

Dear Calvin Christian Community:

In a culture that continues to show 
more and more confusion about the 
nature of God’s good and wonder-
filled world, Calvin Christian School 
continues to be a learning community 
centered upon the authority of God’s 
Holy Scripture and intentionally 
designed to educate young image 
bearers about the Triune God of the 
Bible (Genesis 1:27).  

And this phrase truly says it all – we 
educate image bearers.  This is our 
mission.

The annual Cord publication provides 
insight to how we strive to fulfill our 
mission to educate image bearers 
in families God has brought into 
partnership.  

In our program, we begin with what 
the Bible has to say about the nature 
of an image bearer.  This of course 
greatly informs how we define what 
it means to “educate” and what a 
Gospel-centered school environment 
should look like for children. The 
result is a school community which 
hardly resembles any aspect of most 
other school programs, certainly not 
government schools.  

One bold example of the difference 
in our “educating image bearers” 
approach can be found in our theme 
for this school year —“Care for & 
control my body.” 

Our theme is anchored in the profound 
words of Psalm 139 to guide us in our 

exploration of these paramount and 
timely truths this year.  God reveals 
to us in this Psalm that He knit us 
together and that we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made (vs. 13-14). Coupled 
with His revelation to us in the first 
chapter of Genesis that we bear His 
very likeness – male and female – we 
have the foundations for a beautiful 
education for the whole person – body, 
mind, soul, emotion, imagination and 
so much more.  Our post-Christendom, 
secular culture simply does not know 
how to think about the nature of a 
child, and as such, are frankly lost in 
knowing best how to educate. See the 
article on pg 16 to read more about our 
theme this year.

We cherish the opportunity to partner 

with your family here at Calvin 
Christian School as we seek to live 
together the closing words of Psalm 
139 - “to be led along the path of 
everlasting life.” (vs. 24)
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Calvin Christian School ended the 2021/2022 school 
year preparing to go through the formal accreditation 
process in 2022-2023.  The School is seeking to be dual-
accredited with both CSI as well as with WASC.  The 
robust process of accreditation is truly summed up in 
the title of our accreditation manual -- “Measuring the 
Mission.”  Everything goes under the microscope when 
the accrediting team visits our campus to meet with all 
of Calvin’s “stakeholders” to determine how well we 
are actually doing in achieving our Mission.

A central aspect of any school program, thus the 
accreditation process, is evaluation of the curriculum.  
The term “curriculum” is actually a Latin word itself 
meaning “a running course, career” or “fast chariot, 
racing car.”  So, in one sense curriculum is a “vehicle” 
teachers utilize to help students “travel” from a position 
of less knowledge and understanding to a position of 
having greater, more sophisticated knowledge and 
understanding.  In staying with the metaphor of a 

vehicle and travel, the central question is destination 
-- what ought students to know and what is paramount 
for them to understand?  The notion of “destination” 
is the philosophical idea of teleology - a study of what 
is the greatest good and final end goals?  God’s Word 
would define this as God’s wisdom.

The poster which hangs in nearly every space on 
campus, often referred to as our “missional deep 
hope” poster, outlines the “curricular teleology” for 
fulfilling our mission.  What we “deeply hope” Calvin’s 
curricular teleology is formatively doing for students 
as they work with their teachers, coaches, directors, 
advisors, administrators, support staff, is to help them 
become more and more fully human (i.e. bearer of 
God’s image) as God intended, by the power of God’s 
Word and presence of His Holy Spirit.  We invite you 
to pray for our team as we engage in this exciting and 
daunting self-study called accreditation.

OUR APPROACH TO

Mission Fulfillment

WASC Accreditation
Calvin Christian School will be reviewed 
this coming April of 2023 for accreditation 
with Christian Schools International 
(CSI) and Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC). Calvin 
received full accreditation six years ago, 
and now as part of the normal process, 
it is up for renewal. Since last spring, 
Calvin staff members have been hard at 
work preparing documents and evidence 
that showcase the many wonderful 
features of Calvin Christian School, 
as well as writing goals for the school 
as it continues to grow and develop. 
All staff members are meeting in four 
different teams led by Heather Souders, 
Karlie Garcia, Susie Vellema, and Carly 
Cosentino to address four topics: Leading 
with Purpose, Teaching for Learning, 
Leading for Learning, and Learning in 
Community. Carly Cosentino is the Chair 
of the Accreditation Team at Calvin and is 
working with Betsy Wilken, the Regional 
Coordinator from CSI. The visit in April 
from the accreditation team will involve 
looking at how Calvin is improving  in  the 
areas of recommendation from the last 
visit, including the development of the 
PLACE program, K-12 curriculum, and 
facility improvements, among many other 
elements of Calvin that will be reviewed. 
Calvin is looking forward to a great visit 
and to prayerfully again receiving the 
stamp of approval for accreditation.  

Scan me to learn more!
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Biblical Worldview

Founded in 
the Reformation 
Words by David Illman

As a school faculty we are reading 
through Al Wolters’ “Creation 
Regained: Biblical Basics for 
Reformational Worldview.” This 
book is helping us to teach our 
mission by understanding the 
Christian Worldview which is 
based on the historical framework 
of “Creation-Fall-Redemption”. 
Taken from the book, these 
“three basic categories in human 
history…argue that while the fall 
reaches into every corner of the 
world, Christians are called to 
participate in Christ’s redemption 
of all creation.” And we can then 
echo what the Dutch reformer 
Abraham Kuyper famously said, 
“There is not a square inch in 
the whole domain of our human 
existence over which Christ, who 
is Sovereign over all, does not cry: 
“Mine!” It is with great privilege 
that Calvin Christian School can 
participate in the building of His 
Kingdom.
 
Providing an architectural image, 
think of the gospel being our 
foundation. The framework of 
building is the Christian world-

view, and the pillar apparatus is 
the “5 Solas”. Although the phrase 
“5 Solas (sola means alone in 
Latin) may be more recent in its 
usage, the concepts are rooted 
in the 16th century Reformation. 
These five solas distinguished 
Reformers like Martin Luther, 
Philip Melanchthon, John Knox, 
members of the White Horse Inn in 
England, John Calvin, and so many 
others. The heart of the 5 solas is a 
celebration of the gospel itself. The 
reformers were willing to lay their 
lives down for these solas first and 
foremost because they believed 
the gospel itself was at stake, 
and these 5 pillars of truth had 
a profound effect, changing the 
very landscape of Europe. Because 
of these non-negotiables, the 
gospel was then applied in every 
area of life in social reforms such 
as banking, trade and currency, 
government, prison reform, the 
ethics of housing and property, 
architecture, agriculture, and most 
of all education, which through all 
the fields of knowledge, became 
new learning centers about God’s 
character.

The

Solas

Sola Scriptura (scripture alone) 
is the belief that because Scripture is God’s 

inspired Word, it is the only inerrant, sufficient, and final 
authority for the church. Meaning, it is the revelation that Truth is 

a person. Educationally it inspires us in the areas of theology, literacy, 
language, literature, logic, Language arts, mathematics, speech and debate, 

and rhetoric. 
Solus Christus (Christ alone) is the assertion that Christ alone is the basis on 

which the ungodly are justified in God’s sight and as the True King, Christ is the rightful 
governmental authority we ultimately answer to. As 1 Peter 2:13 says, “Fear God, honor the 

king”. This informs our studies in history, government, school policies, Handbook policies, 
school board policies, faculty/staff structure and development, and our ethics. 

Sola fide (faith alone) maintains that the believer receives the redemption Christ has 
accomplished only through faith (trust). This informs our perception of what’s real which so 
many of our students are confused about today in the areas of their identities and bodies. This 
informs our studies in philosophy, epistemology, ontology, social studies, Hermeneutics (study 
of interpretation), anthropology, anatomy, and health. 
Sola  gratia (grace alone) proclaims that ALL of our salvation, from beginning to end, is by 
grace and grace alone. As opposed to contemporary narratives, your child’s soul can only find 
rest in the Lord, no matter how many likes he or she has on their uploaded selfie, or subscribers 
they have on their video channel, or followers they might have on their Instagram. They 

are loved and cannot work for our love. This informs our PLACE Services, our student 
life activities, our clubs, our House system, our faculty, faculty/staff fellowship and 

collegiality, our classroom culture, and our overall community.  
Lastly, because of these things the Reformers held fast to the phrase 

Soli Deo gloria, that God alone receives glory for our salvation. With this, 
Jesus, the True King, provides us the privilege by inviting us to celebrate 

Him in his kingdom here on Calvin’s Campus. This informs our 
work ethic, music, dance, the arts, sports, and every 

social event that provides fellowship.•

8



During the 2020-2021 school year, Calvin Christian School’s leadership was exploring the 
question, “how can we better prepare Calvin’s students academically to engage beyond 
Calvin’s walls in the applied sciences of today and tomorrow?”.  

The outcome of that discussion is Calvin’s Capstone Biotech Program.  It is anchored in 
Calvin’s Educational Philosophy, our identity in Christ, and the truth that God is Creator of all 
aspects of life from the atomic to macro scale.  The Holy Spirit breathes into us the curiosity 
to explore life in “the sciences”.

WHAT ARE KEY FEATURES OF THE BIOTECH PROGRAM?  

1First, we want to offer more advanced and expanded courses. The Capstone Biotech 
Program offers expanded, advanced courses and hands-on internships.  
It begins with phys-
ics and its embodi-
ment of the natural 

laws, atomics and energy.  
This ties into the atomic na-
ture of chemistry: electrical 
forces and reactions, and sub-
sequently the integrated study 
of biologic systems from the 
micro to macro scale. In addi-
tion to Advanced Placement 
courses, a variety of topical 
Elective Courses expand the 
scope of courses offered. 

Calvin Christian School - Capstone Biotech Program

During the 2020-2021 school year, Calvin Christian School’s leadership was exploring the
question, “how can we better prepare Calvin’s students academically to engage beyond Calvin’s
walls in the applied sciences of today and tomorrow?”.

The outcome of that discussion is Calvin’s Capstone Biotech Program.  It is anchored in
Calvin’s Educational Philosophy, our identity in Christ, and the truth that God is Creator of all
aspects of life from the atomic to macro scale.  The Holy Spirit breathes into us the curiosity to
explore life in “the sciences”.

What are key features of Calvin’s Capstone Biotech Program?

First, we want to offer more advanced and expanded courses. The Capstone Biotech Program
offers expanded, advanced courses and hands-on internships.  It begins with physics and its
embodiment of the natural laws, atomics and energy.  This ties into the atomic nature of
chemistry: electrical forces and reactions, and subsequently the integrated study of biologic
systems from the micro to macro scale. In addition to Advanced Placement courses, a variety of
topical Elective Courses expand the scope of courses offered.

9th 10th 11th 11-12th

CAPSTONE COURSES EXPANDED &
ADVANCED COURSES

ACADEMIC PHYSICS CHEMISTRY BIOLOGY ANATOMY
PHYSIOLOGY

ECOLOGY
ENVIRONMENTAL  SCI.

ENGINEERING
BIOCHEMISTRY

ENDOCRINOLOGY
AP PHYSICS

AP CHEMISTRY
***

INTERNSHIPS
EXTERNSHIPS

HONORS PHYSICS
HONORS

CHEMISTRY
HONORS

AP
BIOLOGY

INTEGRATING
THEME

EMBODIMENT OF
NATURAL LAWS &

ATOMICS

ATOMIC FORCES
OF ATTRACTION
& REPULSION IN

REACTIONS

BIOSYSTEMS
FROM ATOMIC

TO MACRO
SCALE

iNTEGRATION AND
APPLICATION

*Beginning August 2021, Capstone Courses are being deployed in a phased approach.
Expanded & Advanced Courses in development.

CALVIN’S CAPSTONE

BIOTECH 
PROGRAM

Secondly, the program creates opportunities for students to experience hands-on learning.
Courses are designed with rigorous lab components, each year completing between 10-15 labs
or lab experiences.  From kinematics in physics, to titrations in chemistry or enzyme kinetics in
biology and more.

Interested students can gain technical work and leadership experience within and beyond the
walls of Calvin through the Capstone Internships opportunities.

CALVIN CAPSTONE BIOTECH INTERNSHIPS

ELEVATE @ CALVIN LAB INTERN SUMMER EXTERNSHIPS

Students develop curriculum to
bring to Calvin’s classrooms with

faculty guidance

Students design and execute
original lab experiments or prepare

and facilitate existing labs for
physics, chemistry or biology under

faculty supervision

Students are encouraged by
Calvin’s faculty to apply for summer
internships across the US at a
variety of public and private
research centers with programs
geared toward high school students

2022-2023 Calvin AP Bio students
are writing and producing video

shorts of key topics such as
structure & function of

macromolecules

In its fourth year, the @Calvin Lab
Internship has graduated 3 students
who are now enrolled in biochem or
biochemical engineering programs

at the university level.  Calvin
senior, Cooper Safiotte (‘23), is in

the program currently

Current Calvin students are in the
application process for summer

2023

2Secondly, the program creates op-
portunities for students to experience 
hands-on learning. Courses are de-
signed with rigorous lab components, 
each year completing between 10-15 

labs or lab experiences.  From kinematics in phys-
ics, to titrations in chemistry or enzyme kinetics in 
biology and more.

Interested students can gain technical work and 
leadership experience within and beyond the 
walls of Calvin through the Capstone Internships 
opportunities.

The inflection point of bringing this Christian 
worldview to life in the upper school science 
program comes when marrying it to the un-
deniable truth that God has created us in His 
image and likeness, intelligently designed all 
aspects of life from the atomic to macro scale, 
integrated life with beautiful simplicity and si-
multaneous irreducible complexity, has gifted 
us with natural curiosity to explore the depth 
and breadth of life, and through the Holy Spirit 
breathes into us an excitement and thirst to 
explore all the intersections of life in “the sci-
ences”. This is what it means to worship God in 
the lab by seeing His handiwork and declaring 
His glory.

—Susie Vellema, CCHS Science Faculty
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Missions

“I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.”
Interim week with the Door of Faith Orphanage.

Words by John Bitner
Class of 2024

Some of my friends and I decided to go on the 
Mexico Mission Trip with Sra. Garcia last spring 
during the yearly Interim week. We visited the 
Door of Faith Orphanage in La Misión, Baja 
California. The Door of Faith Orphanage hosts 
groups who come and help with various projects 
on the property, play with the kids, and experience 
the wonderful food provided by the cooks. During 
our visit at DOFO we helped to paint cabins, played 
with the kids, and prepared a meal for all of them. 
We also went out to eat at a seaside restaurant for a 
special treat, and visited the beach. 

Our cabins were situated on the hilltop above the 
orphanage, which was in the bottom of the valley. 
Our main service project was to paint the interior 
of the unoccupied cabins next to ours. We painted 
the cabins in the mornings, and went down the hill 
to the playgrounds where the kids would hang out 
in the afternoons. Every evening we had devotions 
with our school group around the fire. In the 
afternoons, we engaged in many fun activities with 
the kids. We rode scooters, painted faces, pushed 
kids in the swings, played tag, and played soccer. 

We were schooled on the little turf soccer pitch by 
some of the particularly talented young boys who 

had great soccer skills. The kids were all friendly 
and excited to hang out with us, and each of us 
made special friends. Some were willing to engage 
in Spanish with us, or try to teach us words. Each 
day we would be served a great lunch and dinner 
by local caterers, who made wonderful meals. On 
one of the days we helped out by supplying and 
preparing the orphanage dinner, which we ate 
with all of the kids. My favorite memory from the 
trip was when my friend and I were befriended by 
a pair of boys who we believed to be twins, but later 
discovered had a triplet. We were able to play with 
them every day and eat dinner with them the night 
we prepared it. 

When I chose to go on the Mexico Interim, I was 
not sure what to expect, but it sounded fun. After 
the trip I was sure that it was a great choice for 
Interim week. The experience was a good mix of 
service opportunities, learning, fun with friends, 
and great food. I was able to practice my Spanish, 
help out with the painting, and meet the kids. 
It was an opportunity to experience a different 
culture and meet new people while helping the 
orphanage. I enjoyed the trip very much, and will 
definitely go back to Mexico and DOFO if given the 
opportunity. •

Students serving the community
in La Misión, Baja California. 
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Did you know? 
Calvin Christian’s Athletic Booster Club was established soon after the high school 
opened in 1980. The ABC’s primary function has always been to support the athletic 
program, primarily financially. The group raises money to fund the entire 6-12 athletic 
program, with the exception of transportation and the coaches’ stipends. The ABC’s 
chief fund-raising effort is the Crusader Golf Classic, held each October. For more 
information, please contact Bill Stout or Terry Kok.

ATHLETIC
BOOSTER
COMMITTEE

In the fall season, the girls volleyball team had an outstanding campaign 
with a new coach, Kate Gross, and a great turnout.  The team finished 
the year with a runner up finish in the Ocean League and advanced to 
the playoffs where they suffered a first round loss to Liberty Charter.  
While the football team had a tough time finding wins on the 
scoreboard, they enjoyed a boost to their roster numbers, including a 
really promising crop of freshmen and sophomores. And finally, the cross 
country teams had an excellent season as well, especially with some 
really solid young talent on the boys side who are looking forward to 
growing under the leadership of longtime coach, Jonathan Beutlich. 

In the winter season, the boys basketball team struggled with 
numbers, fielding a roster of only eight players.  Despite the small 
roster, the team played in the Pacific League and held their own, 
earning an overall mark of 5-13.  The girls soccer team notched a 9-7-4 
overall record and runner up finish in the Ocean League.  Finally the boys 
soccer team had the most successful season of any of the Crusader athletic 
teams last year.  After a runner-up finish in the Ocean League, the team 
earned a first round bye in the playoffs and advanced to the semi-finals 
where they lost in a shootout to the eventual D5 champion, Imperial 
High School, before a loud and enthusiastic crowd.

Finally in the spring season, the baseball team got off to a fast 
start before hitting a dry spell.  They salvaged a season-ending 
win over the Rock to run their record to 5-13.  The track & 
field teams saw 1 individual qualify for CIF.  The season 
also featured one school record broken, with Skyler 
Simpson setting a new 100M mark of 12.64, .02 
ahead of the previous record held by Calvin alumna, 
Alexandra Lund. • 

2021-2022
Sports Recap

The 21-22 sports year was a sometimes bumpy, but very gratifying return to 
normal.  After more than a year of cancellations and concessions, reschedules 

and recalibrations, we had a sports year that was relatively normal.  Sports ran in 
their regular seasons and didn’t have to split time with other sports.

Words by Bill Stout14 15



Care for and 
control of 
our bodies.

Missional Deep Hope

T  
his year the theme for the school 
is “care for and control of our 
bodies”, and of all times where 
we need to define and defend 

what that means is now. Our world has 
two different views of the body - either 
it hates it and sees it as a limitation, or it 
overly accentuates it. Therefore, either 
the body is viewed as merely a holding 
cell for the mind (we’re just brains on a 
stick) and we must overcome it through 
technology, or the body is defined by color 
or ethnicity, sexuality, or size. However, 
both views are reductionistic. We are in a 
time where mankind is orphaning himself, 
his true origin, and in the act of doing so, 
places a value that is cheapened. Public 
schools that teach this worldview used to 
teach it implicitly, but are now teaching it 
explicitly, and as Christians it should break 
our hearts. 
 
Calvin Christian School espouses the 
Christian worldview that bearing the 
image of God is priceless, because its 
foundation rests upon eternity, and that 
is immeasurably priceless. God is non-
reductive, therefore, man is non-reductive. 
The school’s mission is to teach the ‘whole 
child’ which means that the school has 
a privileged position to see students in 
all of God’s glory, and from their very 
beginnings of life, shepherding students to 
maximize their full potential to reflect that 
glory. The faculty and staff at the school 
hears this all the time, and I pray that it is 
Calvin’s reputation, that their students are 
seen in God’s eyes, deserving of dignity 
and respect, and cannot be manipulated, 
reduced or labeled.
 
Our passage for this year’s theme is 
Psalm 139. But why did we choose that? 
It would be easy to find other verses that 

tell children to do this and do that, but this 
route is merely behavioral modification. It’s 
legalism. It’s to see children as either robots 
or animals. Kids hear all the time they need 
to obey, but what they’re not told enough 
is who they are in the Lord. We chose these 
verses because they explain the eternal 
reference point of who they are, before we 
get into how they should use their body to 
reflect the Lord. 
 
That’s why we celebrate the overturning 
of Roe v Wade, and that is why we believe 
the body is important. But it doesn’t stop 
there. Two thousand years ago, Jesus did 
something that cut against the grain of at 
least 400 years of pagan philosophy: He 
rose from the dead. Up until this point, 
the physical world was downgraded below 
the spiritual world, and when Christ rose, 
it spoke in volumes that the God of the 
universe loves his creation. We are not 
trying to escape his creation, but we are 
affirming it’s good and await its renewal. 
 
What does that mean for us today? I asked 
my old mentor about the significance of the 
resurrection, since it was 2000 years ago, 
and can easily just be forgotten in either 
the annals of history, or it’s something 
we’re constantly anticipating in the far 
future. Meaning, it seems distant from us 
in both directions. I adored his response. 
He said that we are resurrected individuals, 
but we’re living amongst the walking dead. 
He was referencing Apostle Paul from 
Ephesians 2, and that our job as Christians 
is to breathe life into people and into those 
who don’t know Christ though hospitality, 
dignity, charity, the fruits of the Spirit, 
and the gospel. As we begin our new year 
at Calvin Christian School, let us breathe 
life into another, because we are fearfully, 
wonderfully, and bodily made.

Words by David Illman16 17



Dutch Festival

On April 16, 2022, Calvin Christian 
upper school was packed with Calvin 
Families and community members. 

As you walked onto the campus and through 
the sea of people on the Calvin Christian 
campus, you immediately were dodging 
children running from one area to the next 
with their friends, smelling the incredible 
food, hearing the clog dancers, and feeling 
the excitement in the air. The Dutch Festival 
had returned strongly! The bi-annual 
fundraiser is a Calvin Christian tradition that 
brings in the rich Dutch traditions along with 
games, music, and fun for all ages for Calvin 
Christian families and the local community. 

The Dutch Festival committee did an amazing 
job bringing it back after being absent for a 
few years due to COVID. They poured hours 
into coordinating the event and ensuring 
every detail was in place. The day consisted of 
traditional Dutch treats, several food booths, 
pie shop, Mother’s Day items, clog dancers, 
games, petting zoo, and so much more. 

This incredible day happened due to the 
generosity of our Calvin Families and 
our local community. We received many 
donations for the silent and live auction, 
pie shop goodies, Mother’s Day items and 
more. Then the numerous volunteers did an 

amazing job serving throughout the week 
leading up to the festival and throughout the 
day from set-up to tear-down. A huge thanks 
goes out to the many, many people who came 
out to support our event. 

The Dutch Festival in spring 2022 was our 
largest one to date bringing in over $125,000. 
This far exceeded the goal the Service Group 
had set. The raised funds were designated 
for the science classroom renovations and 
Calvin’s Legacy Fund. We were so excited and 
grateful for every cent that came in to benefit 
the Calvin Christian students. 
-Words by Carrie Everts We will see everyone 

again in Spring 2024!
18 19



G
randparents 
are famous  
for doting 

on their grandchildren, 
but for Clara Gill, her joy is 
rooted more deeply. As a Calvin 
parent in the late 1990’s and now 
grandparent to three Calvin students, she 
expresses deep gratitude for an institution 
where “nothing is more important than 
having God in the center of everything.” 

Clara’s journey to Calvin started because of 
her husband Vincent’s career in the Navy. 
With the family stationed in San Diego, 
Daryl and Brandon had been attending 
local public schools. Clara recalls “a lightbulb 
moment” when she realized that it was time 
to place her boys in a place where “there was 
healthy respect for God as Creator and Jesus 
as Lord.” She began to search for a Christian 
school and was led to Calvin. At the time, 
no one in the family knew anyone at Calvin 
but they soon felt welcome. Clara credits 

then principal Frank Steidl for 
his student-focused attention and 
willingness to work with families 
to meet student needs. It was 
clear that Calvin was a place that 
focused on helping children thrive.

Clara has many highlights from 
her experience as a Calvin parent 
including multiple seasons 
of sports activities and many 
enjoyable hours listening to 
band, choir, and Faith Expression 
concerts. She appreciated that in a smaller 
school her sons had an opportunity to 
participate in a litany of activities. Yet, her 

experience as a grandparent has brought new 
treasures. “Since we came to Calvin in the 
middle and high school years, we missed many 
of the signature elementary events.” Clara 
mentions Mini-Olympics and music concerts 
as examples of the special relationship that 
exists between Calvin, grandparents, and 
younger students. “Just walking down the 
hallway filled with student art fills my heart.” 
She is astounded by the demonstrated 
learning of her grandchildren as they tell her 
about the attributes of God over breakfast 
and supply the true meaning of holidays like 
Christmas, Easter, and Thanksgiving.

Clara prays for Calvin regularly and appreciates 
the growth she has seen in her years with 
the school. She is thankful for campus 
improvements like the Heritage Center and 
Upper School outdoor space. Yet, she is more 
thankful for Calvin’s faithful teaching. As 
she looks forward to more years as a Calvin 

grandma and maybe even a time when she 
may be a great-grandmother, she is thankful 
for the governance and interview process 
which keeps Calvin faithful to its core mission. 
“In a society that seems to be progressively 
distant from the Lord, it is crucial that Calvin 
stay centered on Christ-like education.” She 
points out the importance of routines like 
opening and closing prayer to help students 
realize that any activity begins and ends with 
the Lord. And Gill knows that grandparents 
have a special way of supporting Calvin in this 
mission, “I pray all the time that we will be 
able to offer our children an education based 
on our relationship with the Lord.” Her words 
bring to mind Psalm 145, “Great is the Lord 
and greatly to be praised. One generation 
shall commend your works to another and 
shall declare your mighty acts.” As Gill knows, 
it is this faith relationship to her children and 
grandchildren that brings her lasting joy -- the 
joy of the Lord. •

Words by Emily Lund

“Nothing is more  important than 
having God in the center of everything.” 

a 
legacy 

of
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The Calvin 
House System

Student Life

What is the House System?
The House System is designed to organize and 
enrich student life while allowing older students 
to assume leadership amongst their peers. Though 
traditionally a feature of British boarding schools, 
where a student’s “house” was also his dormitory, 
House Systems are gaining increased attention 
among universities and public and private schools 
as a way to broadly indicate a basic grouping of 
pupils. 

At Calvin Christian, Houses are led by House 
Leaders, appointed on the basis of their character 
and leadership. Houses are also supervised by 
House Advisors selected from the Calvin faculty. 
Over the course of the year, all students in the 
House will formally and informally contribute to 
their House’s flourishing and success. In addition 
to their place within the cultural life of the school 
where they provide occasion for mentoring and 
encouragement, Houses also compete throughout 
the year in a variety of activities reflecting the holistic 
life of the school. Houses will engage in contests 
centered on school spirit, academics, sports, and 
more. Points for their conduct and successes will 
be awarded throughout the year, with the highest 
achieving House ultimately winning the annual 
House Cup.

What is the purpose of a House System?
The House System at Calvin is designed to help 
build smaller communities within the larger school 
community, provide a meaningful place for each 
student where they may grow in faith, friendship, 
and charity, and to help the student body thrive 
as they strive to live life to the fullest, now and in 
years to come. Through the Houses, friendships are 
strengthened, faith is lived, and school is more fun!

At Calvin, education works to invest in its students 
a culture of virtue, wisdom, purpose, and courage. 

All parts of our institution bear a responsibility to 
advance the culture, discipling students in their 
mind, spirit, and body to excellence for the sake 
of Christ and his kingdom. The chemistry class, 
the basketball team, the Faith Expression singing 
group, and the Speech and Debate club all exist 
because they can uniquely offer students valuable 
opportunities, growing into more virtuous, wise, 
purposeful, and courageous individuals - a means 
of more wholly becoming true and faithful disciples. 

The House System follows in the same vein. The 
community and relationships of Calvin have long 
been a hallmark of the institution. As Calvin grows, 
the community that lives out this culture grows larger. 
While that growth brings great encouragement and 
opportunity, it also presents unique challenges. 
We never want students to feel anonymous, be 
unaccountable, or remain unchallenged by their 
peers. The House System’s primary goal is to preserve 
and enrich a community with students reaching 
across the divide of grades, classes, and interests 
in order to establish meaningful relationships 
that manifest encouragement, accountability, 
leadership, challenge, and joy. By organizing Calvin 
Christian High School into Houses, a way is made 
for the students themselves to take ownership of 
and leadership in pursuing these aims. 

The House System is not intended to instigate 
division or strife within Calvin. Rather, Houses seek 
to counteract natural divisions by making a place 
for all students, regardless of their grade, interests, 
inclination, or circle of friends, to know and edify 
one another. Instead of dividing the school by 
age or class, the House System provides a more 
integrated structure for inclusivity. All of this is to 
help the Calvin students to live in accordance with 
Philippians 3:14: “I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.”-Words by David Illman
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PERFORMING

Scan me to learn more 
about performing arts!
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Scan me to learn more!

A

For All
Every loving Christian parent, from the time 
their child is born, lovingly advocates for their 
child in the beautiful context of a Christ-
centered home. As parents, we become 
students of our own children to know their 
needs, teach them character-forming lessons, 
plan rich experiences, and so much more. 
Most importantly, we teach them what the 
Bible says about who God is, who they are in 
relation to God and their deep need for Jesus, 
their Savior. 

Every image bearer is absolutely unique 
and wonderfully complex. So just like 
Christian moms and dads, at Calvin we long 
to thoughtfully and carefully plan ways we 
can lovingly advocate for each child, to help 
experience the most robust Christ-Centered 
education. The acronym for our PLACE 
services at Calvin Christian School came 
from that sentence -- i.e. Planning Loving 
Advocacy for Christ-Centered Education. 
These “services” are formally in their third 
year of development at CCS, and still 
developing. Again, they exist as an extension 
of the very desires all Christian parents have 
for their children. Our PLACE services help 
us faithfully fulfill our mission - partnering 
with Christian families.

In truly miraculous ways, in just two short years 
of seeing the PLACE services take shape, we 
have witnessed how God is helping us fulfill 
the powerful and daunting words Jesus spoke 
in John 13:34-35

“34 A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. 35 By this all people 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.”

As believers, God has given us His Spirit to 
change our hearts to “see” one another the 
way He sees us, and to love one another the 
way He loves us. To learn more about our ever-
developing PLACE services, please scan the 
QR code. Thank you for your prayers for His 
provision to allow us to continue developing 
needed PLACE services, in His time. •

PLACE Services
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Anyone who has stepped through the doors of our Early 
Childhood Education Center (ECEC) knows they have 
truly stepped into the incredible WONDER-land of 
Calvin’s youngest image bearers.  It is a world drenched 
with joy, hugs, smiles, singing, exploration, awe, 
reflection, experimentation, movement, play, play, and 
more play!  This is the beautiful environment in which 
our youngest image bearers are “invited to be formed by 
God’s love in Christ for a life of wonder, worship, work 
and wisdom.”

Children as young as two years old (non potty trained 
welcomed!) can begin attending our program.  Parents 
have the options of full and half-days, as well as choosing 
from 1-5 days per week as they determine what is best 
for their children.

Children in our ECEC are most certainly not in some 
type of pre-educational holding pattern, waiting for the 
proverbial school-years to begin. Though fully compliant 
with state “daycare” licensing for young children, the 
term “daycare” or even “preschool” for that matter, 
are not the most accurate or helpful terms we use to 
describe what our students experience in their day. In 
line with our Mission, our youngest image bearers are 
engaged in a full-blown Christ-centered educational 
whole-child educational program, informed by the 
robust and time-tested Christian liberal arts tradition.  
Recently our wonderful ECE teaching team enjoyed a 
morning of professional development with well-known 
author and ECE special, Cheryl Swope. She shared 
a helpful acrostic with our teachers who felt that it 
beautifully captured the heart of our ECE program – 
P.R.I.M.A.R.Y.

EDUCATING CALVIN’S 

Youngest 
Image Bearers

P.R.I.M.A.R.Y. 
Preparation & Practice 
An indispensable foundation for liberal arts and sciences is established by the myriad intentional ways our 
teachers engage students and help them practice good hard work while having fun.

Recitation & Rhyme 
By way of songs, rhymes, games, play and more, recitation and rhyme foster linguistic and conceptual readiness.

Imagination & Imitation 
In these primary years the imagination is paramount to the correct shaping and ordering of loves (rf 
Augustine), where children sort out their God-given capacity to discern right from wrong and goodness from 
evil. Ironically, good imitation leads to the development of creativity.

Music, Movement & Manners 
Primary education, simply (yet profoundly stated) is a musical education!  Music is not only one of the seven 
liberal arts, but it is essential and frankly miraculous in how it shapes a child’s soul and animates his/her nat-
ural and insatiable desire to move.  Children move in musical ways.  The inculcation of manners is critical for 
developing a healthy and Christ-like understanding of serving others and gaining wisdom.

Aesop & Arithmetic 
Children in the primary years are naturally wired to delight in fables which teach moral and often biblically 
sound worldview lessons.  Arithmetic is another of the 7 liberal arts, and core to developing a strong 
number sense for which each image bearer has capacity to delight in God’s wonderful 
world.

Reading & Writing 
Of course the central goal of Christ-centered education is teaching 
the children the transforming Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our 
Christian faith is historic and it is one big, true story. Image 
bearers are made by God to love words and love stories, which 
are so often the ways we access what is Good, True and 
Beautiful.  For these reasons we want to help children love 
reading and also express themselves in early childhood 
development writing.

Yearning 
Often our culture sentimentally sees childhood as 
an end in itself, but of course this is not God’s plan.  
As we all grow and develop throughout our life, day-
by-day, we need mentors and the wisdom of those 
who go before us. We desire for children to yearn, 
ultimately to be discipled as a covenant child to grow 
in his/her relationship with God in Christ, such that 
one day God works through them to disciple others. •

Words by Dr. Jeff Pratt
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“If I Were A Teacher”

Calvin Christian Upper School Art teacher Ron Van Der 
Pol and Calvin parent, board member, and alum, Johnny 
Tiersma have collaborated to publish their first children’s 
book, “If I Were the Teacher”. Johnny is a 6th grade 
teacher in Cardiff. He and his wife Kelley (Kok) , who 
is also a Calvin alum, have three children: Annika (3rd), 
Willa (K) and Luke (Pre).  Ron is married to Jessica, one 
of the second grade teachers at Calvin. They have two 
daughters that graduated from Calvin, Jocie (‘18) and 
Sierra (‘20). Their son Darin is currently a sophomore 
at Calvin. Johnny wrote the book and Ron did the 
illustration work. They are excited to announce that the 
book is available to purchase on Amazon! 

A BOOK FOR TEACHERS
Teaching is hard, and creating a thriving classroom 
environment is even harder. If I Were the Teacher is a 
read aloud that helps teachers build a safe and loving 
place of trust and wonder. 
This engaging read aloud uses inclusive and humorous 
illustrations to pull students into the story.  This book will 
promote valuable conversations of wonder and curiosity 
while deepening the bond of the teacher-student 
relationship. If I Were the Teacher is a perfect addition 
for any elementary school teacher’s library.

The creative process between the two started early 
last spring, when Johnny approached Ron on Calvin’s 
campus about the idea, showed him a draft of the story, 
and asked if Ron would be interested in illustrating the 
book. From that moment on, both excitedly committed 

to the project and full-steam ahead. Ron spent a 
good portion of the summer illustrating the pages for 
the book, while Johnny worked on with the publisher, 
marketing & communications, and networking aspect of 
the project. 

Johnny’s inspiration for writing this story was in the 
works for a while. “As a teacher who loves humor, I 
wanted to write something that was funny and useful 
in the classroom. With Ron’s clever illustrations, we 
really hit the nail on the head. I’m so proud of our final 
product, I hope it brings a lot of laughs to a lot of people 
- especially children.”

Ron thoroughly enjoyed working on the illustrations for 
the book. “I have been drawing since I was a child, always 
imagining. As an art teacher, I remind myself often that 
my students have a sense of wonder. I want to cultivate 
that, and provide them with opportunities to imagine in 
my classroom! This book highlights that sense of wonder 
and imagination.”

The two are very excited to be published for the first 
time and for the book release on Tuesday. They will be 
sharing their book on Thursday, October 27 with the 
Calvin elementary school students during their B.E.A.R. 
Week (Be Excited About Reading). 

For more information about If I Were the Teacher, go to 
ifiweretheteacher.com

Words by Ron Van Der Pol ALUMNI
H I G H L I G H T S

By Johnny Tiersma

This past June, the class of 2002 came together for our 
20 year high school reunion. 26 adults and way too many 
kids were in attendance. A high percentage of the class 
is still local, but a dedicated few did travel for the event. 
Classmates came from Arizona, South Dakota, Vista, and 
Michigan. The rivalry between Phil Boonstra and Jeremy 
Beutilich was revived as they argued the entire time about 
who had the longest journey. 

The morning event was a brunch for the classmates and our 
families. We were blessed to get the chance to be on Calvin’s 
campus. The newly updated quad area was the perfect spot 
for eating breakfast burritos, chatting about old times, and 
watching the kids run around in the hot California sun. 

The morning continued as we went into the Heritage Center 
to watch our graduation video. Thanks to Marge Faber’s 
organizational habits, the VHS was in perfect condition. 
Another highlight was looking back at the 2002 senior 
awards and predictions from the student newspaper. Fun 
fact – Kenny Tucker’s eyes still sparkle, and Kevin Prins is 
still the life of every party. The morning was topped off with 
a fun classmate-update themed trivia game. The classmate 
with the most children? Lauren Marrow (Kelley) took the 
lead with eight. How many Calvin high school couples, 
with at least one of the pair in the class of 2002, are still 
together today? Five. That sure is a lot of love. 

In the evening, we ditched the kids and found our way to 
Burgeon Beer Company, in Carlsbad, for some adult time. 
We enjoyed socializing and listening to tunes from the old 
days. Lifehouse, Nelly, Matchbox Twenty, and Shaggy all 
made the playlist. We skipped that one Nickelback song. 

Many thanks to Kelley Tiersma (Kok) and Elizabeth 
Akindejoye (Hickox) for organizing and planning the 
reunion. They both put in a lot of work to make it happen. 
Speaking of hard work, I’m still looking for some recognition 
for getting Kelley through HS chemistry with Dr. J. 

In all seriousness, the conversation at the reunion revealed 
that a lot has happened in the past 20 years - both good and 
bad. But those same conversations also revealed that God 
has continued to be faithful, in both the good and the bad. 

We also reflected on the education we received and the 
reformed worldview understanding we gained while at 
Calvin. We are so grateful. And for those of us who have 
our own children at Calvin, we continue to be grateful for 
the way that God is using the teachers and staff every single 
day to shape and guide them.

GOD IS GOOD. 
GO CALVIN.
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The 2022-2023 Board of Trustees

The core leadership team is comprised of a nine member Board of Trustees (pictured above) and the administrative team:
Head of School - Dr. Jeff Pratt
Upper School Principal - Mr. David Illman
Elementary School Principal - Mr. Paul Lapka
Director of Community Life - Mrs. Heather Souders

In addition, there is a strong support team in the administrative offices:
Director of Student Life, High School - Mrs. Kate Gross
Director of Student Life, Junior High - Mrs. Kara Detrich
Athletic Director - Mr. Bill Stout

Calvin’s Governing Board

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE TEAM:
Mrs. Melissa Counts, Upper School Office
Ms. Samantha Hoden, Upper School Office
Mrs. Sandy Roth, Elementary Office
Mrs. Carrie Hedges, Business Office
Mrs. Eve Mays, Human Resources

DEVELOPMENT, ADVANCEMENT, AND 
RELATIONSHIP TEAM (DART)
Dr. Jeff Pratt, Head of School
Mrs. Heather Souders, Director of Community Life
Mr. Lyle Faber, Former member of Board of Trustees
Mrs. Erin Freeman, Current Parent

D.A.R.T. UPDATE

Scan me to learn more!

According to the Barna Research Group, 73% of U.S. parents 
are concerned about their children’s spiritual development and 
formation of their faith.

There are 12,350 school hours in school between kindergarten 
and graduation. With children spending more hours a day at 
school than at home, a school’s role in nurturing the whole 
child’s mind, body and spirit and in building and bolstering the 
foundation of their faith is as important as ever.  

Calvin Christian is able to sustain an excellent Christian 
education in great part to our many generous donors. We are 
grateful to all our financial supporters! 

As we move into the future and as the cost of a quality private 
Christian education rises faster than inflation, we must focus 
our investment to help families continue to access the great 
education that Calvin offers. A goal of our annual fundraising 
every year is the Endowment’s Legacy Fund.  The Legacy Fund 
helps families who are not able to afford the entire cost of the 
great, private Christian education we are providing here at 
Calvin.  

The generosity of this community allows the school to continue 
to provide an education to students from Christian families, 
where they are invited to be formed by God’s love in Christ for 
a life of wonder, worship, work, and wisdom every time they 
enter a classroom. Calvin desires to provide this education no 
matter the economic circumstances a family may be in. With 
that in mind, we are happy to report that approximately 33% 
of our families receive financial support from the Legacy Fund. 

BUILDING A LASTING FUTURE
The purpose of Calvin Christian School’s Endowment Fund is to 
provide a strong financial base for the school. The endowment 
fund began in 1986 with a starting balance of $18,000. 
Now, nearly 33 years later, the endowment fund has grown 
to $1,065,000. The Endowment Fund accepts and manages 
gifts (in most cases, tax deductible) of property, securities, 
life insurance, bequests, memorials, cash and other forms of 
contributions for the benefit of Calvin Christian School.

The goals of the Calvin Christian School Endowment Fund are 
To provide need-based tuition assistance, through the Legacy 
Fund, to all families who sincerely desire a Christian education 
for their children.

To help show the Christian community the wide variety of 
opportunities for stewardship other than cash gifts.
To encourage using opportunities where Christian stewardship 
can be applied to furthering God’s kingdom.

Gifts to the Endowment Fund are held in trust in separate 
accounts with only a portion of the earned income from the 
principal investment used to aid the school.  The undistributed 
earnings are reinvested into the fund, allowing it to grow.  In 
other words, it’s a gift that keeps on giving every year. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO ENDOWMENT
Gifts in a Will 
Non-Cash Assets 
Income for Life
Stewards Fund 
Talk with a Planner 
Child Named Charity 

To learn more about these opportuni-
ties to support Calvin, please use the 
QR code, contact the school office at 
advancement@calvinchristian.school or call 760-489-6430.
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For 60 years, Calvin Christian School has partnered with 
Christian families from communities across north San 
Diego county. It is our desire to have a student body that 
reflects the family of God. Therefore, we encourage all 
Christian families to consider attending Calvin regardless 
of denomination or economic status. We’re happy that 
we’re able to serve families from over 70 different 
churches around the county. 

Calvin Christian School is committed to a threefold 
partnership between the family, church and school. We 
desire to provide young people with a sound education 
from a Biblical worldview in order to deepen the student’s 
faith and develop their abilities for a life of service to God 
and their neighbors. Calvin is blessed to see second and 
third generation families enrolling their children because 
of the value they placed on their own time here. 

We offer preschool programs for children ages 2 
through Kindergarten Prep as well as a fully accredited 
elementary, junior high and high school program. We 
understand that the cost of a private education may 
present a challenge to many families and that is why we 
offer a need-based tuition assistance through the Tuition 
Assistance program. 

Contact Calvin Admissions to find out about an 
upcoming open house event, scheduling a tour, or to have 
your questions answered. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Heather Souders
Director of Community Life
760-520-8435
admissions@calvinchristian.school

LEARN MORE ABOUT CALVIN
We encourage you to learn more about Calvin Christian 
School! Browse our website, attend an open house, take a 
VIP tour, or talk to a Calvin family! Visit our website www.
calvinchristian.school and click on the Schedule a Tour 
button to come and visit our beautiful campus. 

APPLYING TO CALVIN
The Calvin Christian School 
admission application can be 
completed online. Visit our website at 
www.calvinchristian.school and click 
on Admissions > > Overview.

Scan me to learn more!

Applying to 
Calvin 

DISCLAIMER
Calvin Christian School admits 
students of any race, color, national, 
and ethnic origin to all the rights and 
privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded, or made available 
to students at the school. We do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national, and ethnic origin in 
administration of our educational 
policies, admissions policies, athletic, 
and other school administered 
programs, nor in the hiring of faculty or 
administration.

All admitted Calvin Christian School 
families must agree with the Statement 
of Faith, abide by the policies and 
procedures found in the Handbook 
for Parents and Students, and sign 
the Calvin Christian School Pledge of 
Cooperation.

TUITION 2022/2023 SCHOOL 
YEAR
We will publish the 2023/2024 tuition 
rates in the spring of 2023. Typically, 
tuition increases slightly every year. 

3-day Kindergarten… $6,874
5-day Kindergarten… $10,575
Grade 1-5… $10,575
Grade 6-8… $11,712
Grade 9-12… $13,771

FEES - 2022/2023 SCHOOL YEAR
Application Fee … $300.000 per 
family (non-refundable)
Re-Enrollment Deposit… $200.00 per 
family (non-refundable)

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM
Any family may apply for tuition 
assistance through the Tuition 
Assistance Program. Families may 
qualify for a 50% discount on their 
tuition. The application period begins 
for 2022/2023 in January 1st. Visit 
www.calvinchristian.school and click on 
Admissions >> Tuition & Fees Program

TUITION PAYMENT OPTIONS
Families must remain on the payment 
schedule agreed upon with the School 
via Blackbaud Tuition Management. In 
most cases, these schedules can include 
payment in full on August 1, quarterly 
payment or monthly payments for 10 
or 11 months. 

If an account is delinquent, continued 
enrollment will be reviewed by the 
Board. Any family who withdraws 
a student during the school year is 
required to pay for the entire quarter 
during which they were withdrawn.

34 35



Scan the QR code for more information 
about Calvin or to schedule a tour.

CALVINCHRISTIAN.SCHOOL
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION  1868 N. Broadway, Escondido, CA 92026 • Phone: 760-520-8431 Fax: 760-489-0335
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1868 N. Broadway, Escondido, CA 92026 • Phone: 760-489-1159 Fax: 760-489-0335
UPPER SCHOOL 2000 N. Broadway, Escondido, CA 92026 • Phone: 760-489-6430 Fax: 760-489-7055


